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From the Vicar and President 

 
July 11, 2015 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
 The St. Thomas Malankara Orthodox Church, Inc, 
Long Island, New York had its delicate beginning in 1986.  
I had the privilege to be a humble servant as the organiz-
er and Vicar of this Parish with a handful of families that 
has grown to 80, accommodated in a rented place until 
late 2014. 
  
 Our urgent necessity to obtain a church building of 

our own had prompted us to take up the task of building a new church. We were 
blessed to have obtained property in Levittown. The cooperation, enthusiasm, and 
the spiritual unity of the parish as a whole, and the youth in particular, are the 
driving forces behind this Herculean task.  I am pleased to announce that on 
May 17th, 2014, we were blessed to have our church consecrated by H.H. Baselios 
MarThoma Paulose II, the Catholicose of the East. 
  
 One of the many endeavors our church youth has taken up is organizing the 
STYL Invitational Basketball Tournament.  Our bright future can be seen in how 
hard our youth members have worked to collect sponsorships, sell tickets, and cre-
ate other ways to make this venture a success.  We are greatly indebted to our 
sister parishes, both near and far, in helping us by sending their basketball teams, 
monetary support, constructive suggestions and prayers.   
  
 Is my pleasure to invite all our supporters/guests who are participating in 
this year’s tournament  to bring your good tidings and support as we continue in 
God’s service. 
  
Blessings and good wishes to the youth and participants. 
  
Yours in His service, 
  
  
Very Rev. Dr. M. Yohannan (Sankarathil), Cor-Episcopa 
(Vicar and President) 
Tel:  (516) 746-5086    
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The St. Thomas Malankara Orthodox Church, LI NY 

As we bring to you the 14th annual STYL Invita-
tional Basketball Tournament, we would like to 
share with you the latest developments in our ef-
forts to build a house of worship. We are happy to 
let you know that, through His grace, we have 
overcome many obstacles to consecrate God’s 
home. This vision was created and undertaken by 
the love, support and hard work of our family 
members and our leader and Vicar, Very Rev. Dr. 
Yohannan Sankarathil Cor-Episcopa.  

  
 On a bright and blessed Sunday morning in the 

year of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 1986, fifteen fami-
lies came together in a small, modestly furnished 
building to celebrate Holy Qurbana. On that day, 
in the presence of our Lord, under the leadership 
of our Vicar, a cornerstone for The St. Thomas 
Malankara Orthodox Church of Long Island was 
set. Our tradition of faith and loyalty have helped 
us to withstand the tests of time, hardship, and 
uncertainty. Today, with the grace of God and a 
common spiritual fellowship, our tradition contin-
ues to grow. Each Sunday, we partake in the mys-
tery of worship and the community comes togeth-
er, actively working and studying in the Sunday 
School, the St. Thomas Youth League (STYL), 
the Martha Mariam Samajam, and the Church 
Body. 

  
Each of our church groups serves an equally valua-

ble role in our effort to understand the Lord and 
develop our children’s faith. Our Sunday School 
is abound with activities and surprises each week. 
All grades are blessed with talented, intelligent 
children who partake in regional Diocesan compe-
titions and shows. The most precious asset of our 
church lies within these children, for they are the 
future, and in them lays the purest faith and belief 
in God. 

  
Our church grows stronger through service. Over 

the years, St. Thomas Church L.I has aided relief 
funds for orphanages and disasters, and has raised 
money for the sick and homeless through the Mar-
tha Mariam Samajam and the General Church 
Body. Through clothing drives, fundraisers and 
donations, we give back to both our motherland, 
India, and to our adopted nation, United States of 
America. 

 

As young adults of the Orthodox Church, youth 
MGOCM members bear the responsibility to 
hold steadily to their beliefs and to preserve the 
faith that is being handed down to them. Our 
youth members, the St. Thomas Youth League 
(STYL), functions mainly through bi-monthly 
youth meetings and organized community chari-
ty efforts. STYL's presence was first made 
known in the summer of 2000 with a massive 
charity fundraising effort run by all 40 of its 
members. The event raised over $1,700. A part 
of the proceeds went toward the education of 
one student in India, and the rest was distributed 
among four orphanages in Kerala. Following the 
fundraiser, STYL ran clothing drives, trips to 
hospitals, and other efforts for charity. Many of 
our youth are leaders of the Regional MGOCM 
& FOCUS and all of our youth actively partici-
pate in all Diocesan events. We have always 
shown love and support to our sister parishes far 
and near in all their efforts. Again, it is through 
the grace of God that we have come this far, and 
only continued servitude and prayer will aide 
our future efforts. 

  
With all the blessings we have received over the 

years, we have been blessed with a church of our 
own. Great efforts have been made by our 
Church members in this matter, and the develop-
ments thus far has given us hope and a vision for 
a future for our community. All fundraising 
events have been geared towards raising money 
for this new challenge. Our renewed prospects 
for the future are made possible by your partici-
pation in the STYL Invitational Basketball Tour-
nament, and we thank you for your contribution 
to God’s work. 
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Youth Secretary Letter 

July 11, 2015 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

After fourteen long and difficult years of working our hardest to make our dreams a reality, it gives 
us great joy to announce that we have been blessed with our very own beautiful church! This journey was 
certainly longer than imagined, but has been an experience that helped our church grow closer to one anoth-
er as we worked together to achieve our one goal – to have a place of worship to call our own, to glorify 
Him who has made all things possible! 

The construction of our church came with many obstacles over the years. With God’s grace, our be-
loved vicar’s unfailing guidance, and the prayers and support of all our friends and families, we were able 
to witness the end of construction and partake in the consecration of our church on May 17th, 2014, by His 
Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Mar Thoma Paulose II. 

This endeavor has not only brought our own church closer, but has allowed us to encourage and 
witness growth and fellowship among our brothers and sisters within the Indian Christian community. The 
inception of the STYL Invitational Basketball Tournament has brought about social growth, as well as 
healthy competition and fellowship among all of us for God’s glory, and we plan on continuing our annual 
tournament for this reason. 

As we move forward, we cannot forget those who have taken part in our extraordinary dream and 
brought us this far.  First and foremost, we would like to thank God, who has patiently watched over us 
through every struggle in this long but rewarding journey and has blessed us abundantly. “For from Him 
and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” –Romans 11:36.  We 
want to thank our Achen, the Very Rev. Dr. Yohannan Sankarathil Cor-Episcopa, for guiding us through 
our endeavor every year and being one of our biggest supporters.  We would also like to extend our grati-
tude to all of our beloved parents, who have stood by us, time after time.  Even with their hectic schedules, 
they have always given up their time to motivate us and mitigate our workload.  We would like to express 
our appreciation for STYL – the St. Thomas Youth League.  Without them, this tournament would not be 
taking place.  It is their tireless efforts, day after day, week after week, month after month, for the past year 
that has brought this event together.  It has truly been an honor to work beside such a dedicated, hardwork-
ing, God-fearing group. The countless hours and energy spent on this tournament is a testament to our faith 
and dedication to the Church.  Last but not least, to the players, families, and supporters- thank you for tak-
ing part in this event. None of this would have been possible without you, and it is truly a blessing to real-
ize that more than a decade later, you all are still standing by us. We are grateful to be able to celebrate this 
historic occasion with you, and it is our great pleasure to welcome you to the 14th annual STYL Invitational 
Basketball Tournament. 

We humbly request that you remember us in your prayers, as we make the effort to complete the 
funding of our new church.  As we move forward to with our fundraising efforts, we hope you will contin-
ue to support us, and remain a part of the tournament’s continued legacy for years to come.  With that said, 
once again, the St. Thomas Youth League would like to officially welcome you to our 14th annual STYL 
Invitational Basketball Tournament! 
 
May God bless, and may the best team win. 
 
Sincerely, 
Julia Mathew 
Secretary of the St. Thomas Youth League  
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Tournament Day Schedule 



7 Www .Stylball.com 

Team Lineup  and Rankings 

Team Name  Ranking Color Bracket 

Ascension Marthoma Church 13 Purple B 

Bronx Catholic 6 Chesnut E 

Christos Marthoma Church 19 Orange E 

Elim Full Gospel Assembly 16 Ice Grey D 

Epiphany Marthoma Church 8 Prairie Dust D 

Grace AG (ICC NJ) 17 White C 

India Pentecostal Assembly (IPA) 14 Maroon A 

KNA Rockland 5 Heliconia E 

Long Island Mar Thoma Church 15 Daisy E 

Mar Thoma Sleeha Syro Malabar  
Catholic Church, Chicago 

3 Mint Green C 

NJ Syro Malabar 12 Lime D 

Pentecostal Church of Philadelphia 10 Antique Royal A 

St Joseph's Catholic, Rockland (FAMILY) 1 Charcoal A 

St Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic, Philadelphia 2 Black B 

St. Johns Marthoma Church, Queens 18 Forest Green B 

St. Marys New Rochelle 7 Vegas Gold C 

St. Stephens NJ Marthoma 4 Red D 

St. Stephens Orthodox Church, Long Island 11 Light blue C 

St.George Orthodox , Staten Island 20 Sapphire A 

St.Thomas Orthodox Long Island (STYL) 9 Galapagos Blue B 

The St. Thomas Orthodox Church,  
Long Island 
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Conference Brackets 

 

 

St. Johns Marthoma 
 Church, Queens 

St. Thomas Syro Malabar  
Catholic, Philadelphia 

Ascension Marthoma  
Church 

 

 

Final

Semi Final

Quarter Final 

India Pentecostal Assembly 
(IPA) 

St Joseph's Catholic,  
Rockland (FAMILY) 

Pentecostal Church  
of Philadelphia 

St. George Orthodox,  
Staten Island 

Wild Card 

St.Thomas Orthodox 
 Long Island (STYL) 

Semi Final

[3] 

[6] 

[2] 

 

[7] 

[10] 
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Conference Brackets 

 

 

Final 

Semi Final 

Quarter Final 

[4] 

[5] 

[1] 

 

St. Stephens Orthodox  
Church, Long Island 

Grace AG (ICC NJ) 

St. Marys New Rochelle 

Mar Thoma Sleeha Syro Mala-
bar Catholic Church, Chicago 

Wild Card 

[8] 

[9] 

Elim Full Gospel Assembly 

NJ Syro Malabar 

St. Stephens NJ Marthoma 

Epiphany Marthoma Church 

KNA Rockland 

Christos Marthoma Church 

Bronx Catholic 

Long Island Mar Thoma 
Church 

Semi Final 
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Tournament Format 

 

S T Y L  I n v i tat i o n al   
T o u r n a m e n t  2 0 1 5  

Tournament Format 
There will be five brackets each with four teams. Every 

team in each bracket will play each other and each team 
is guaranteed 3 games.  The two top teams with the best 
records in each bracket will advance to the playoffs.   

 
Playoff Format 

The two top teams with the best records from each respective 
bracket will advance into the playoffs.  These 10 teams 
will be re-ranked based on their regular season perfor-
mance based on the following: Overall record, Point 
differential among the tied teams, Least points allowed 
per team can be used if necessary, Most points scored 
per team can be used if necessary, Coin Toss can be 
used to determine the seeding as a last option. 

After the 10 advanced teams are ranked, teams ranked 7, 8, 
9, 10 play in a Wild Card game to advance to quarter 
finals. 

Wild Card Round 
Wild Card Games ranked 7 vs 10 
Wild Card Games ranked 8 vs 9 

 
Quarter Finals 

Ranked 4 vs 5 
Ranked 3 vs 6 
Ranked 1 plays (Winner of Wild Card Games ranked 8 vs 9) 
Ranked 2 plays (Winner of Wild Card Games ranked 7 vs 

10) 
 
Semi Finals 

(Winner of Seed 1 vs. 8/9) plays (Winner of Seed 4 vs 5) 
(Winner of Seed 2 vs. 7/10) plays (Winner of Seed 3 vs 6) 

 
 
Game Format 

First Round/Wild Card Round: Two 12 minute halves, where 
clocks will be running with the exception of the last 1 

minute of the second half.  Half time will be 1 minute.  
Each team is permitted 2 twenty second time outs per 
half 

 
Quarter Finals & Semi-Finals: Two 12 minute halves, where 

clocks will be running with the exception of the last 2 
minute of the second half. Half time will be 2 minute. 
Each team is permitted to take 2 twenty second time outs 
and one full (1 minute) time out per half. 

 
Finals: Two 13 minute halves, where clocks will be running 

with the exception of the last 2 minutes of the second 
half.  During the last 2 minutes of the second half, the 
clock will stop at each whistle.  Half-time will be 5 
minutes. Each team is permitted to take 1 full time out 
and 2 twenty second time outs per half. 

 
Overtime: Duration of overtime is 2 minutes.  Each team is 

permitted to take 1 twenty second time out per overtime 
period.  Clock stops for every dead ball. 

Officials have the discretion to stop the game clock at any 
time or run the clock. 

Teams will be assessed a technical foul (1 shot and loss of 
possession) if an illegal time out is called. 

Time outs not used do not carry over to the next half or over-
time. 

For complete rules, visit www.stylball.com 

Thank You for your continued support. Your donations along with our   
sponsors help keep our tournament running smoothly and efficiently.     

Every little bit helps. Please visit stylball.com where you can click on the 
link on the bottom to donate. Thank you.  
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Bracket A 

Rosters  

Bracket B Bracket C 

India Pentecostal Assembly (IPA) 

Last Name First Name Age 

Kurien Jenson 26 

Chacko Jaison 25 

George Daniel 24 

Samuel Sijin 34 

Vargughese Jonathan 23 

Oomen Manoj 29 

John Jason 21 

Chacko Daniel 17 

Varkey Alvin 22 

Chacko Shawn 24 

Vinoba Stephen 21 

      

St Joseph's Catholic, Rockland (FAMILY) 

Last Name First Name Age 

James Joseph 23 

James Jelvin 20 

James Jeffin 17 

James Chacko 30 

Joseph George 48 

Clement Alex 22 

Mundanchira George 21 

Martinus Jimmy 26 

James Thomas 31 

Mathew Alvin 22 

Clement Brandon 15 

James Joseph 27 

      

Pentecostal Church of Philadelphia 

Last Name First Name  

Joseph Joffy   

George Ben   

Varghese Rob   

M Rob   

Mathew Jobin   

George Josh   

Varkey Jason   

Scariah Binu   

      

St.George Orthodox , Staten Island 

Last Name First Name Age 

Joseph Jimmy 27 

mathew Allen 23 

Kenneth Jesh 27 

Kenneth Ashish 24 

Mathew Kiran 29 

Varghese Joby 28 

Mathew Linoy 30 

Eapen Jeffrey 21 

Abraham Jimmy   

Kenenalil George 29 

St. Stephens Orthodox Church, LI 

Last Name First Name  

Varughese Tobin   

Varughese Denis   

Shajan Kevin   

Oommen Justin   

Varghese Ashwin   

Kuriakose Bryan   

Kuriakose Shawn   

Yohannan Justin   

      

Grace AG ( ICC NJ) 

Last Name First Name Age 

Thomas Ansen 28 

Philipose Simon 28 

Mathew Marvin 23 

Cheriyan Jeff 21 

Cheriyan Joshua 26 

Koshy Stevely   

Jacob Terence 27 

Srigiri Joash 25 

Koshy Alphin 19 

Endanattu Jobin 21 

      

St. Marys New Rochelle 

Last Name First Name Age 

Abraham Joey 24 

Pallickal Sam 23 

Oommen Abey 23 

Thomas Shawn 22 

Thomas Steven 22 

Abraham Tommy   

John Matthew 21 

Shaji Sunil   

John Josh   

Abraham Joel   

      

Mar Thoma Sleeha Syro Malabar Catholic 
Church, Chicago 

Last Name First Name Age 

George Kevin 27 

Augustine Alvin 23 

Karimkuttyil Nick 21 

Ambat Tom 25 

Methipara Emil 23 

Philip Jovin 22 

Chacko Chris 22 

Augustine Tony 19 

St.Thomas Orthodox LI (STYL) 

Last Name First Name Age 

Jacob Sinu 37 

Jacob Sijo 34 

John Anil 18 

Joseph Justin 18 

Joseph Nevin 26 

Sunny Shino 17 

Thomas Ajit 37 

Abraham Shojil 20 

Varghese Joe 34 

Palakkadan George 35 

Thomas Stanley 28 

Kuruvilla Midhun 20 

St. Johns Marthoma Church, Queens 

Last Name First Name Age 

George Neal 27 

John Shan 26 

Lukose Siju 25 

Abraham Robert 25 

Abraham Derek 26 

Lukose Biju 28 

Thomas Sean 21 

Thomas Steven 21 

Varghese Issac 21 

George Jean 26 

St Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic, PA 

Last Name First Name Age 

Kannadan Joseph 28 

Moozhikattu Sajan 26 

Manattu Dennis 22 

Joseph Jaison 26 

George Jimmy 32 

Mathew Gijo 31 

Kudakachira Joemy 31 

Curichiyil Jake 23 

Koodathil James 23 

Patel Raj 32 

Mathew James 23 

Mukkadan Nithin 26 

Kannattu George 27 

Ascension Marthoma Church 

Last Name First Name  

Vinil Abraham   

Jason Sam   

Sean Mathews   

Stan Mathews   

Niroop Mathew   

Sijo George   

Glory George   

Joel John   

Sibi Abraham   

Shannon Abraham   

Sam Kurien   
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 Rosters 

Bracket D Bracket E 
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Elim Full Gospel Assembly 

Last Name First Name Age 

Raju Ajesh 29 

Joseph Justin 31 

Solomon Noble 32 

John Koshy 34 

John Thomas 32 

Abraham Abel 19 

Varughese Dan 21 

George Daryl 18 

Joseph Justus 29 

John Shyju 28 

      

NJ Syro Malabar 

Last Name First Name Age 

Mundanchira Matthew 23 

George Martin 19 

Kunnath Kuriakose 22 

George Kevin 16 

Clement Josh 18 

Mathew Shefin 19 

Mathew Ebin 20 

Mathew Chris 18 

Mathew Ryan 20 

Zachariah Tiju 29 

      

St. Stephens NJ Marthoma 

Last Name First Name Age 

Thomas Justin 25 

Varughese Joshua 22 

Mathew Ashish 25 

Mathews Anil 22 

Joseph Blesson 30 

Chacko George 22 

Thomas Aaron 16 

Reiji Robin 17 

      

Epiphany Marthoma Church 

Last Name First Name Age 

Alexander Sanal   

Mathew Justin 22 

Mathew Kevin 19 

Varughese Joe 30+ 

Abraham Liju 30+ 

John Justin 24 

George Swaroop 18 

Mammen Alex 26 

Mathew Alvin   

Mathew Christin   

Long Island Mar Thoma Church 

Last Name First Name Age 

Thomas Benny 26 

Mathew Alex 23 

Thomas Robin 24 

Lukose Jensil 23 

Babu David 23 

Sam Shawn 20 

Sam Shelvin 23 

Christin Mathew 22 

Justin Mathew 20 

Naveen Varughese 19 

      

KNA Rockland 

Last Name First Name Age 

Raju Yohan 19 

Lukose Jeffin 25 

Koyithara Shawn 16 

Joseph Prijo 25 

Stephen Alex 17 

Thomas Ryan 15 

Matt Joel   

Jacob Jibin 17 

Stephen Felix 21 

Thomas Jesson 27 

Raju Ruben 17 

      

Christos Marthoma Church 

Last Name First Name Age 

Tharakan Jobin 22 

Thomas Felix 19 

Mathew Jake 23 

Wilson Ashwin 17 

John Alvin 15 

George Bobin 28 

Abraham Vinu 23 

Mathai Vimal 18 

Abraham Michael 15 

Jacob Shiju 24 

Thomas Rony 26 

Varkey Mathew 45 

      

Bronx Catholic 

Last Name First Name  

Job Joe   

Job Tommy   

Alexander Matt   

Joshy Matt   

Thomas Arun   

Thomas Linson   

Sunny Subin   

Paul Kevin   

James Nick   
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Best Compliments/Special Thanks 

Special Thanks to P.I. John for donating 
 the First and Second Place Trophy 

Best Compliments from 
Very Rev. Dr. Yohannan Cor-Episcopa 

and Family 
Abraham K. Yohannan and family  Ajit Thomas and family  

Alex & Tigi Abraham and family  Arun Joseph and family  Benny John and family  

Chacko Koyikalathu and family  
Dedicated to Thomas and Andamma  

Panicker, from the Jablonskis  
Dr. Joshi John and family  

John Joseph and family  Jose Varghese and family  Juby Thomas and family  

Kuttikatil George and family  Palakkadan and family  Paul Thottathil and family  

Philipose Samuel and family  Philipose Thomas and family  Sinu Jacob and family  

Stephen Thomas and family  Sunil and Amy George  T.A. Thomas and family  

T.V. Varghese and family  The Mohan family  Thomas Thondalil and family  
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The Hype Continues... 

*Standard data rate apply 
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God and Sports 

“Commit to the Lord, whatever 
you do and your plans will succeed” 
    …Proverbs 16:3 

“The Future depends on what we 
do in the present” 
   …Mahatma Gandhi 
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